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rou and I had been told of the plan off-record, fir~t y op, 

g p d R l t It was such a danng scheme 
later by Fournet an uppe • • 1 ·t 
that at first I couldn't believe they would get away wi t 1 1 • 

During the '52 excitement, Fournet had been the key fi gur~ 
in evaluating the hundreds of reports . As headquarters ~ on~ 
tor, he knew the full UFO story and he n~w wa_s convrnce 
the secrecy should end. Because of his special assignment, he 
frequently had contacts with high-ranking HQ officers. Some 
of them, he discovered, were strongly opposed to the cover-~p, 
and after guarded discussions they aided him in developing 

a plan for action. . 
The key was a special press conference, called with no pre-

vious announcement which would alert the opposition. Re­
porters first would be shown the Utah film. The Navy anal~sts' 
conclusions would follow, with no hint of AF debunking. 
TI1en the strongest UFO reports by impressive wi tnesses 
would be released, some confirmed by radar tracking, with all 
ordinary explanations ruled out. Finally, a new Intelligence 
evaluation of UFOs would be presented, drawn up by Major 
Fournet and based on hundreds of reports he had analyzed, 
with the aid of project scientists and Technical Intelligence 
officers. The conclusion: Alien spacecraft observing our world. 
There would be no hint of the AF capture attempts.2 

It was an incredible plan, but with the higher officers' pri­
vate help it could succeed. To reduce the chance of public 
alarm, the secrecy would be frankly admitted and then ex­
plained as intended to keep from frightening the country while 
the AF tried to learn more about UFOs; since there was no 
proof of any hostile purpose, the AF now felt sure the public 
would take the disclosure without any serious hysteria. This 
also would help to take the censors off the hook- indicating 
their genuine concern for the citizens. And once the press had 
the documented story, the control-officers would probably be 

2 Confirmed by Lt. Col. Joseph Bloomer, AF Intelligence, Capt. Ruppelt 
and Albert M. Chop. 
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afraid to deny it. At least this is w~at the Fournet group was 
counting on in this daring operabon. . . 

Before the CIA meeting Fournet deC1ded not to m~bon 
the plan until the main discussions were over. But he sbll ex­
pected the scientists to accept the AF evidence and agree on 
the need to prepare the country. 

The CIA conference began on January 12, 1953. It~ con­
trolled by three representatives of the C entral Intelligence 
Agency-Agents Philip G . Strong and Ralph L. Clark, and 
CIA scientist Dr. Marshall Chadwell. After the five-<lay ordeal 
ended, a grim-faced Intelligence colonel gave me the bad news, 
confirmed later by Fat.imet, Ruppelt and C hop. 

"We were double-crossed. The CIA doesn' t want to pre­
pare the public-they're trying to bury the subject. Tbos_e 
agents ran the whole show and the scientists followed tbeu 
lead. They threw out the Utah film-said the avy analysts 
were incompetent. We had over a hundred of the strongest 
verified reports. The agents bypassed the best ones. The scien­
tists saw just fifteen cases, and the CIA men tried to p ick hp les 
in them. Fournet had sightings by top military and airline 
pilots-even scientists. The agents made it seem as if the wit­
nesses were dopes, so the scientists brushed off the whole Foat~ 
net report-said he didn't have the slightest evidence; of 
interplanetary spaceships. Ed Ruppelt had a program for a spe­
cial tracking system and they threw that out. ! know those 
CIA agents were only fellowing orders, but once or twice I 
almost blew up." 

Luckily the Fournet group bad 0 t given an eu 
secret preparation plan. lo February they made a determined 
effort to put over the special press conference. They seemed 
on the verge of winning-then the C IA m oved in. That after­
noon, at the Pentagon, e hop told me wb~t had happen 

"They killed the whole program. • f!ve bcen,,.oniered. ,te 
work ~P a national debunking campaign.- planlmg articles in 
magazi:nes . and arranging broadcasts to mak UE~ 
SQung like poppycock.'~ 
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called Boulder, and when I failed to get Dr. Condon I gave 
Saunders the news. 

"It's useless for ICAP to go on. I'll have to wire Condon 
that we're through." 

"Please wait-it'll finish the project. Give me two hours 
to work on it." 

Later I learned that the entire group of scientists went to 
Dr. Condon and warned him the project could not continue 
without NICAP's aid. Condon was not a man to give in even 
under pressure; he had a bulldog-like tenacity. But he finally 
agreed to call me. I told him that his public statements had 
put us in a bad spot. 

"If we kept on we could be called blind or stupid. Some of 
our Boa1d .• ~mbers have already warned me that we might 
be discredited." 

As before, Dr. Condon said he had been misquoted, but 
I pointed out that none of the statements had been publicly 
retracted. After thirty minutes of sometimes blunt discus­
sion, Dr. Condon promised he would make no more UFO 
speeches. 

"That way I won't be misquoted again," he added. He 
apologized for causing the trouble. "I appreciate your co­
operation and I hope NICAP will continue." 

When I asked about the ignored reports Condon said every­
thing had been delayed but our evidence would be examined 
as soon as possible. 

"On that basis," I told him, "we'll keep on helping." 
Besides case evidence, we gave the CU Project copies of 

secrecy orders-JANAP 146 and AFR 200-2-and leads to 
other official documents linked with the cover-up. Among 
these were the 1947 Air Materiel Command analysis and opin­
ion signed by Lieut. Gen. Nathan Twining, the 1948 Project 
Sign Top Secret Estimate that UFOs were interplanetary 
spaceships and restricted policy letters such as the one issued 
by the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force on Aug. 15, 
196o. Labeled a policy letter for AF commanders, it contained 
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this statement entitled : "Air Force Keeping Watchful Eye 
On Aerospace": 

"There is a relationship between the Air Force's interest 
in space surveillance and its continuous surveillance of the 
atmosphere near Earth for unidentified flying objects-­
UFOs." 

But the weeks passed with no sign that this cover-up proof 
had had any effect on Condon or L0w, or that any of the 
key cases had been investigated. Most of the ICAP staff 
were convinced, as I was, that it was useless to keep on sub­
mitting such evidence. 

"Maybe there's some other way to wake him up," Gordon 
Lore suggested. After talking it over we hit on a new approach 
-concentrating on the hazards the UFOs had created. Even 
if the objects were only some strange natural phenomena-­
which we knew was impossible-they had caused som~ vety 
real dangers. If we could get Condon to see this, instead of 
insisting on evidence of alien spacecraft, he might possioly 
realize there was a serious problem. 

It had to be handled through Low. SaundeIS bad told 
me that Dr. Condon was still angry at having to apologize 
for the Coming trouble and he would probably ignore any­
thing I sent to him directly. 

The next time Low visited NICAP I talked with him 
privately. 

"There's one serious problem you and Dr. Condon may 
not know. It's the risk of mistaking UFO formatiom for a 
surprise Soviet attack and setting off World '\Var Ill ... 

"With all our Early Warning safeguards? Why, that's practi­
cally impossible." 

"No, it isn't. The Strategic Air Command bas dispatched 
H-bombers several times when they mistook UFOs for a pos­
sible sneak attack." 

''You have any proof of that?" said Low. 
I showed him our Confidential Report to Coo~ ap-
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ecret or Confidential label . Be ides this proof of AF cen­
sor hip, many of th e reports were solid evidence of UFO 
reality, like the ca es cited earlier. 

One encounter wa described by a B-29 crew in Korea. 
The bomber was on a routine mission when a strange flying 
object appeared, trailing a fiery exhaust three times its 
length. Turning toward the B-29, it closed in at high speed. 
It seemed to be on a collision course, then it swiftly nosed 
down and raced under the bomber. 

An even closer approach was reported to the AF by a pilot 
in Michigan. He was flying at 3,000 feet when a disc-shaped 
craft suddenly appeared, coming toward him head on. Until 
the last moment it flew straight toward the plane, then it 
shot to one side. It was so close that the pilot' could clearly 
see the polished metal shape. The UFO, he reported, was 
between thirty and forty feet in diameter. 

Among the other long-hidden • cases were reports by AF 
radar operators. At Larson AFB, one UFO was tracked at 
950 miles an hour, faster than any known aircraft at that 
time. Another radar report, far more startling, showed a UFO 
speed of 3,700 mph. And this was recorded at a time when 
the Air Force was insisting there was no UFO evidence. 

In the Project 3 report, the AF showed it was fully aware 
of the bad effect from witness ridicule. According to the proj­
ect record, one group of pilots told the Air Force "they would 
be very reluctant to report any type of unidentified object 
to the AF"-and this included Air Force pilots. "If a space 
ship flew formation with me," one pilot was quoted, "I 
would not report it." 

For the greatest effect, we decided to publish a special 
NICAP report on this evidence, duplicating the photocopies 
of the actual AF records with their Secret and Confidential 
classifications. By a speed-up of the printing, we were ready 
to submit this cover-up proof, along with our other evidence, 
well ahead of the hearings date. 

FIASCO 

But our optimism abruptly e:idc::d, when we learned the 
truth about the supposed heari=igs:, 

No criticism of the Air Force or the Colorado UFO project 
would be allowed. 

The orders had been issued 'by Chairman Miller. They ap­
plied to Congressman Roush and all the other members of 
the Science and Astronautics Committee. The invited scien­
tists also had been warned. Anything that might lead -to 
disparaging statements about the AF investigation or the 
CU project was prohibited. 

Although NICAP had played the leading role in securing 
the so-called hearings, we could not submit any information. 
Not only was our evidence blocked, we could ma.kt: no com­
men ts on the discussions. o questions from the NlCAP 
staff would be permitted, even if they were devoid of any 
AF or CU criticism-we could attend the meeting only as 
silent spectators. Although the discussions were officially 
called hearings, the meeting was also labeled as a symposium 
on unidentified flying objects, to remove any idea that this 
was an actual inv,~tigation. 

Although the press had been inv:ted, newsmen also were 
prohibited from asking questions. Some of them knew the 
inside story and they could have caused trouble. One cor­
respondent, whom I had known for ~ expected the muz­
zling order to cause a row. 

'The Air Force must've pus!ied Miller into tha~ • he told 
me. "But some of those Space Committee members are. sore 
about it They were ail set to hit the AF and that Colorado 
Project. I know two who are going to by to buck the order. 
I'm not going to name them-., 

"I think I know who you mean.• 
"Well, it could set off a fight. and what a stOI)' that 'WOUid 

be. That's the only reason rm going-I already know most of 
the things McDonald and the rest will bring out.• 

Within minutes after the sympooium began. Chairman Mil­
ler repeated his warning against criticizing the Air .Foice.. 
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to1npi<:tcd in March 19(,(i. It rccommcndcd that rather th;-i11 <lllltin u c 

Bli1e Book\ limitctl activities. the /\ir r-orcc co ntract wi1h a kw univn­

\itie<; tn provide scientific tC'am, to investigate selected UFO sight ing, . /\ 

univcr\ity or 11011profit group woulJ coordinille the tcalll, . The O ' Bri e n 

Commi11ec rnncluJeJ : 

11 is 1hrn1gh1 1ha1 pnhap\ 100 sighting\ a year 111igh 1 be ,ubjl'l led to 1h i<; 

<ime \ IIHi y. and 1ha1 po\sihly an average of 10 111,111 d;iy, might IH' rrquirt'CI 

per \ 1ghIing , o \ tud1nl The informa11on provided by <;t1<h a prowam might 

hr111g 10 l1ghI new fa<I\ of \ ll<'nlific value . ,111d would almoq <nlai 11\y pro · 

v1d(· ,1 far lwllt'f tia , 1\ 1ha11 W(' have 1oda~ Im Ul'(i\io11 Oil ,1 l011i-: ll'rlll uro 
program .1

" ~,.,_.,.,(,1->t. h # c ~ ,;/tf£>..-o f1 f-f 1 -S-

Thc members of 1hc llouse /\rrncd SC'rvices Cn111m it1cc rrpeiiled ly 

cndor\cd 1'1c idea of an outside UFO qudy. Secretary Brown took the 

"hinl" ilJH I tha1 same afternoon . as soon ii, the hearing wa\ over. he or­

dered the /\i1 Poree Chief ol Stall to carry out the O ' Brien Com mitl ee 

r<·<o111mendatiom . The next link in the chain of cvcnt, hiid been forged. 

The \ lou \c /\rrned Services Commi11ec hearing also m;-irkccl 1hc pub ­

lit l1reak be1wt·cn the /\ir Force and Hynek. Deeply hurt by the ,wamr 

ga, co111rovt·1 ,y ilJHI chMges that hc V\il, the /\ir r-orcc\ puppcl . he read 

a "cl.1 1 ing " ,1atc111cn1 "which ha, certainly not been dicta1ccl by Jht· /\ir 

Force ." l ie ,aid he felt there muSJ lie aspen, ol UFO reports wor 1h y ol 

,tic ii1ifil inve\ligation . Dr. Hynek did not publicly <;Upport 1hc idea of 

alit'Jl \pacc,hip, . In response to a que,tion . hc ,a.id. "Pu nli11g ca~t, cxi,t. 

hut I ki1ow of no compe1en1 scienti<;t today who would say 1ha1 1hc,c 

ohjcn, <iJ111e from ou1er ,pacc ." 11 12 That wa, ;ibo11t to change . 

Dr. Jame E. McDonald 

111 March 19(,(,. a, the swamp ga, controver,y grew. a ne w figure a p­

peared . I le would p liiy a key role in the sooll-JO- begi n univcr,i ly s tudy. 

Dr . .James 1:. McDo na ld was a se n ior phy,ici<;t a t the l11,ti1u1<· of /\tmos­

pheric Phy,icc; at th e Unive rsity of Ari70na in Tucson. li e , pcc i;ilizcd in 

clot1d physic, a nd we;ither modifi ca tion resC'arch. 11 McD011alcl wa, a lso 

an angry. aggrC',sivc. driven. manipuliitive alld ambitiou s individual. li e 

wa, a "believer" in UFOs, but had never made any public s tateme nt s. 

With th e swa mp gas rnn trove rsy. this changed. In latC' March and ea rly 

Ap ri l 1966. he tried to organi1.e a small summer study (one to threc 

people) of UFOs. This was superseded by the approviil of the university 

study. 

The Condon Report 173 

Mr l)o n.i lcl wanted vny 11n1d1 10 lw a parl of th e ,tudy. In the words 

CJ[ a biographer. he "10<1t s hi , own horn quite hl a1a ntl y a t this point by 

di , rn,,ing hi s u r-o work and academ ic area s of sr ecializa tion wh ich 

w o11lcl lll a kc lii111 a 11 a,q·J to a ur:o qucly. " Md)o 11 ii ld wro te ill o!le ki ­

ter that he lwd hea rd 1ha t he wa, at the head of th e li s t " to tilt w ith the 

little g reen 111c11. " 

Dt1ri11 g 1he , t11 rn11t·r o f 19(,6 . McDon a ld mack three trip, to Wri ght ­

Pattcr,n n /\f-[3 to l'Xa 111i11e 1he Blue Book files . During hi s fir st trip. on 

.IJ111C· r, . 19M, . h e read a o mpl e t copy of Lhe Robertson Re port, which 

had bee n declassifi ed in er ror. McDo na ld took not es. But w h en M cDon ­

a ld rc 1urned 011 .lun e 30 ,111 d a,kecl 10 photocopy th e report , he was told 

a uthoriza 1i CJ 11 wo uld be needed . On hi s third v isit. he was told the CIA 

had dec ided to rec las,i fy the documenl. He was shocked to lc.irn the 

Robcrt , on Pancl had been sponsored by th e CIA . and it only fu e led M c­

DCJ1w ld ', su, pi c iom. He neve r made up hi s mind. howcvcr. whether 

th ere was a I< cyhoC' -styk "cover-up." or it was a " foul -up" (i .e. , the "evi ­

dc11 ce" had hecn nvcrlookC'd ra th er than hidd e n). 14 

The firq trip to Bl11 c Book a l,o marked the start of a fe ud with Dr. 

Hynek . Mier exami ning lilt' Blue Book files . McDonald was convinced 

the y rn11tained "proof" Uf-0 , were a lien spaces hips. He went directly 

frolll Wright -Pa tt cr,011 /\f-B to Northwestern University to confront 

ll y11ek . In a ri gl11cou s r;ige, h e po un clccl on Hy,;ek's desk and said . "How 

cot1lcl yo u s il on th i, i11for111a tio11 for so many years wit hout alerting the 

sc ientific rn rnmu11it yY McDonald rnnsidcre<l Hynek to have been sci­

entifically cli, lwncst. ca lling him "the origina l Menzel. " Vi 

M0<;t o l McDonald\ time was taken up by lectures on UFOs to cam ­

pu s grou ps. th e Rand Corporation . and NASA. His goal was to quietly 

huild in 1ert•<;t and acce pl ancc for uros within the academic and scientif­

ic rnm nwnitics. In thi s effort. he met with some success. McDonald also 

rt·,card1ed old cases, such as Kenneth Arnold's sighting, the Mantell in­

c ident . and the In vasion of Washington . As part of this, he received a 

$1 . 300 grant to m;ike telephone calls to witncsscs . It is important to 

note that none of thC'se activi ties was publicizcd; McDonald had not yet 

m;ide .111y puhlic stalcrncnt of his hl'lid in UFOs. As the summt·r of 1966 

continued . he s lowl y edged toward such a statemen1. t6 

That sa m e summer. a new figurc appeared on the UFO scene. He was 

Philip J . Klass. the senior avionics editor for Aviation Week & Space Tech­

nology magazine. In Al I . the Institute of Electrical and Elec­

tronics Engineers anno11nn.·d it would hold a public symposium on 

UFOs . Klass objected, and was invited to be a panelist. As research, he 
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. aid llll'y had 1101 ,ccn any1hi11 g 011 t he 11igh1 o r 1he ";ihu11e1irn1. " Tile 

site w;i, ill\ti i1 111ilc rrrnn 1'1c ln g;i ll s Weq l\ilnk f-;icili1y s ll ip yn rcl . It\ 

. enirity CJllll'rils also observed nothing . 

E,7t erhi.1\ ;i l,o lea med Ii i ck son had been ri red rro111 1 he I ngil II , , h ip ­

yc1rds ror "rnnduct unbeco111ing a supcrvi,o r" 011 Noven1bcr 20 , 1972 . 

According I<> F,7lcrh;i, , he " w;i, borrowing 1no11cy rro111 1'1 e boys work ­

ing under '1i111 . 1'1cn paying them back by 1r yi 11 g to finagle t hem pro 111 0 -
tions ." 

Soon artn llick,011 and Parker's story wa, pu bl ic ized, loca l at tor ney 

Joe Colingo ,igned a co ntra ct wi th 1he rn to h a n d le a ppearances and 1he 

selling or their personal . tnry. Mon ey ,eemed to be a ce n t ra l concern; 

Cnlingo told I li ckson and Pa rk er. "You ain't gonna ta lk" to any re po rt ers 

"because none or them wants to pa y." Co lingo asked Esztcr h as, "how 

much you think we ca n make on th eir Excl u sive Story' " He res ponded 

that thi, would depend on h ow well it co uld be ver ified . Co li ngo 

replied, "A million . yo u think? I figure if we se ll magaz ine and hook a11d 

movie right<; to one or th e big s tudios. th at ca n be a lo t or mone y. I wi,h 

10 hell Ufe magazine was s till in b11sincss." 2~ 

Klas,\ inve,tigation cast doubt on the li e -de tector tes t Hi ckson 

"pa,scd ." The polygrnph o pera tor had been in pra ctice only i1 yeilr. He 

had no1 been ceri iried by hi, traini ng school and wou ld no t be , owing to 

his failure to com ple te his intern trnining. A licensed operator told Kla ss 

he fel t the polygraph opcra1or was "inexperienced " and added . ".Ju dg in g 

from what he told you . I doubt w h e th e r he ca n te ll w h e th e r th e subject 

is 1elling a lie or telling th e truth ." The tes t it se lr wa s su ped k ia l- in a 

ca,e or thi, 1yre, the tes t should las t a full day. The o pe ra tor who tes ted 

Hickson 1old Klass h e had run a se ries or four tes ts, ea ch las ti ng on ly 

three to five minutes. /\ftcr th e fir s t tes1, the operc1 tor a nn o un ced, "He ll. 

they're telling the truth!" Colingo ha d exagge ra ted th e o pera to r's ex pe ­

rience- saying he had g iven "thou sa nd s" of tes ts over "severa l yea rs" 

and claimed the test o r Hi ckson h ad take n "a bou t three ho urs." 

Klas, noted seve ral incon sistencies in Hickson 's acco unt. He fir st de ­

scribed the creature's mouth as a "ho le." La ter, he ca ll ed it a "s lit. " On 

the Mike D0119/as Show, h e sa id hi s eyes had been hurt b y th e b r ight light s 

inside the UFO, compar ing it to "a we lding flas h ." He clai m ed it pers ist­

ed "for about three days ." Ye t, he did no t ment ion a n y such e ye inj u ry 

when examined at Keesler AFB the day after th e a ll eged inc ide nt. 25 

As Eszterhas put it , Colingo "waited fo r th e m illi o n do ll a r book a nd 

movie orrers for their Excl u sive Story. He wa ited a nd w ait ed a nd wa it ed 

and waited and wai ted a nu he 's sti ll wai ting. ' I do n ' t unders tand it ,' J oe 
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Co li11go ,i.l id . ' their Exdu,ivc Story is bigger than Watergate and nobody 

wc111 1, 10 ht1 y it '_ .. u, Th e r a<;e;igmlla ahd1Ktio11 h<:cam<.· the next step in 

the grow ing ilcceptancc of a hdt1ction rerorts . 

The 1973 ll ;ip peaked in mid -October. Report s continued at a high 

level in November, th en dropred orr in December. Events had intcr­

vc 11ecl ; ;i 11gned hy U.S. st1p port of Israel, /\rah countrie,; cut oH oil sale,;. 

Gil, pri ce, doubled , 1111e111ployrncnt rose, the economy stagnat<.·d, and 

in rl a 1ion rcilc h ed double -digit rilt es. Many suspected it was all a plot by 

th e "oi l companies." With th e new year, UFO rcpon,; again increa,cd 

hetwern .Ji11111ar y and /\pril 1974 .17 

Looking back . it is clear that the 1973 !lap marked a basic shift in the 

fl ying sa uce r m yth . Mos t o f the re ported sightings were of •tights in the 

sky." But the two cases which attracted the most allention were the Au­

rora "cra sh " and the Pascagou la abduction . The 1973 nap marked the 

star t or a shift away from (me re ) UFO sightings. By June 1974, the flap 

was over. l!npeilchmen1 Summe r had begun . 

"Before the Year Is Out .. . " 

Dur ing th e Wiltcrgate hearing,, it wils lea rn ed that a recording system 

h ad been installed in the Oval Office . On July 24, 1974, the Supreme 

Co 11 r1 r u led th ilt Nixon had to turn over the tapes to Congrc--s. The 

same d ily. th e House Jt1diciary Committee opened impeachment hear­

in gs. Then . 011 J\11gus1 5, the White House released transcripts of three 

subpoe n aed conversations. which clearly implicated Nixon in the cover­

u p . On J\ugu<;t 8 . 1974, Nixon announcea he w uL i 1 . T-uc:...t,UM~ .:..J 

i11 g day~ Vice -Presidcn Gerald R. Ford wa .. w ,_,o.,_r,..n__,i _ a.,,__-=::;a..;."'""-~--.--....1 

Six ti e, were over. 

For th e believers, the years 1974 through 1977 were an optimistic 

tim e . There was a feeling tha t the government would soon reveal 

"proof" UFOs were "real. " The .p.r;~di!;:tioiy. bc:ga • ~pril 1974 with th 

book Beyond Earth: Ma 's Comact With UFOs. The authors. Ralph 
Judy Blum. said flatly, "We 11re kt ·t~~hy 1.9-7 thei;?~ vernm • 

lease dcfmite proof that traterrestrlal are w~t~ing us. •2 

On ugu t 25, 1974, the Natio11a/ Tattler carried an interview wit 
J ame L c<;_nze11. o[ APRO. lie saii -=-;: pro~m has eeri under a · ~-

tha t w_iJl pvc.r the next fc on ak ~ous -thal the- go~cn:..e 

• • .~~!:!!::~~~~•~oo~~will~l(.__ast: ~ 
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\Vat qia tc ,, a, behi nd thi~ . 11 would lie do ne "so ii wo 11 '1 li • k l1 wi t Ii ,1 

re I f,1cc ., , ,.1 i11 k ,,c 11 i11 g gow, l\ l ll l ' lll ,rcd ihilit ,_ .. It wo uld bt· do 11 c " Iii 

tie I li11k " to avoid p;rn i .19 

On Ot1oht·1 l , 197 '1 . Hobert S. ·a rr, a re tired ma ss rn 1111111111 ica1 iom 

imtruttor. he ld a I ress 0 11 k rc11u.:. li e s;ii d, "rive wee ks ago I hea ,d 

from the high ·q a u thori ty i11 Was hingto n th a t be fo re li ri s1111as ti e 

whole UF covcr-ur vvi ll be e1Hkd . The re wil l be publi c adm ission that 

UFO 's ah ays ha e been r a l, a ml th at lo r the pas t 25 yt·,11, til e United 

ta t ~m c, n mc n u rnd ili • Air h >rc ,av known they we r ril o ~i by 
111111an -li kc bei ngs .· 

·ea r la te r, the Ooobe r 27 , 1975 , issue qJ Midnight quoted R beri 

n e , , • o f the 20t h Cc 111 ur y UI U l!u 1L·a u Lis ,ay i11 g, "The go vc r11 111 ·111 will 

tell u , ha t 's been go ing n, in a c ri es of 1e lev i io n do u mentaric ov , 

a pei ,od of rno 111hs .... Th e ent ire sto ry i~ sla ted 10 be di s lu~cJ l> • the 

200th ann ivc r ary o f ind epe nd e nce on Jul y 4 , 1976 .1fl 

Despite the failure of all these predir1ion s. tile hclicf in an imminent 

disclosure con tinued . During the 197(, presi den ti a l campaign . the De ­

mocratic candida te , Ji m my Carter said he had seen a UFO in 1969 . Be ­

liever concluded that with o ne of their own in the White Hou . e. proof 

was at hand. 
This seemed to he confirmed on April 18 . 1977 , following Carter ' 

elcnion. when the magazine U.S. News & World Report carried the follow ­

ing item in their "Was hington Whispers" co lumn : 

nrr1nA1 wnRn coMJN<; ON ur-o·s: Before the year is out. th e Governmen t­
perhaps the rresickn 1- is expected to mak e what arc dcsnihcd a~ · unsettling 
di , dosu rcs· aholl t UFO's-unidcntified ll ying objects . Such revel;itiom. ha,nt 
on informa tion from th e CIA , woll ld he a revers;il of official polily that in the 

paq ha~ downgra ded UFO incident~ .11 

Word of the report spread and the White House was cklugcd with 
le ttt'fS from UFO believers. In July 1977, the Whit e House press orrice 

asked presidential science adviser Frank Press for help with the UFO 

mai l. Press wrote NASA Administrator Robert A. Frosch asking if the 

agency rnuld answer th e mail. Press a lso ~uggested it migh1 he time for a 
new UFO study.n ~~ I "I 'il / I 1g . 

NASA was agreea ble abo ut a nswering UFO mail, hut was very reluc­

tan t to undertake any kind of UFO study. Frosch had fir sthand expt'ri­

ence with the hitter nature of th e uro debate . He had been head of 

Navy resea rch and development during 1he conlroversy over McDon­

ald 's u~e of ONR funding for his UFO resea rch . As a compromisr, Frosch 

Tlwn· is .111 ,1l,sn1u· 11( l ,lll )( il,lr nr ph) ' " .11 ' '" """' r ol \l,11J.1t,~ fnr tho,rrnt,ch 
l,1l><1r,1tory ,Hl ,ll~,i~ . And bn ,li ts<· of 1hr .i~mr o ( , 11c h r,,1tfrnc-r. """ h..>\lf' 

not htTII ,thlt· lo drvi~c J <011nd <nrn11h,· pr,,. nl urr for m,,n,itc,1tin,c thf',c 

phenomena To prntTt'!I 1111 J rr, r.:ir, h t.:i,k w11ho11r J d1'< rplrn.ary fr .,mrwork 
and ,111 c.xplor,llory In h111q11c rn nnnd w11llld t>t" wJ~ff'f 11 1 Jntl pri,bat,ly 110 . 

pr11d11nin·. I do not !t-c-1 1h,11 wt· Cnllld nw11n1 J fr"("Jr £ h rffnrt wnhnut J t>t"t ­
ln \Jartin)! poinl than Wt' h,wr t>t"rn ,1Mr to i1!«-nt1ly rhu~ far I wnulJ thnc­
lore prnpo«· lhJI N '-A 1,1kc no ,tq>« lo r<1.1t-,l1~h ,1 rt"'Canh JC1nnr-,, ,n thi-\ 
,irca 11r tn u>r1v1·11c a symposium on thts ,uhjc,·t " 

i.e, 2 I , , '7 ., , 

Years of Drift 

AS/\'s rdusal to bernme involvt'.'d with UH~ marknf the end of 1h(, 

ex pertatiom o[ governmt'.'nt di.,closurt""i. Cartt"r', UFO ,ighri"1t naporar­
ed a t thi<; samt· timt· . It wa,; identilit'.'d as Ven~ t-y R~rt Sh<-affer in 

~a y 1977 . i\mnican so<:it·ty wa,; drihini,? in the 197°'-. Ahn the J",ltn of 
Vietnam and Watergate. pt.·ople turned inward. ~ wnc ~ year-. of 

the • M_t· Gent· ra tion· and tht" • A~ or Narcksr.m. • Pt-uplt no ~ ~­
hevnl tn anything: in govt·rnmt·nt. in <;oc:icty. in tht futUtt. or in them­
st'l ve,;_ 

o,w rdlt-ction or tht""it' yt>ars of Jrtft w~ 1ht various ·New Wan·· 
UFO theorit·<;. Tht~· held th.11 ll)·in~ <i,JlKm wne ,.,. ·nu~ and bolt.. ... 
alien sp.1n·ships, but ratht'.'r -,~yt•hic projrction~· 1hal wnr '"wifkd• into 

l'xi~tt·nn· . Tiu- mind projt' ll'- an ima~ ol a UFO into tht ~Y- which~­

(ornt-s ~olitl and ·n·aJ.· Some:- tt•ok thi<i to an c,ut .. w--that ·•>Ur entin­
reali1y · wa,; only a -projcr1ion from th.:- culk'oiff UJlCOIISt.'lOUS. • Mort'­
over. the whole stnl<."ture of ~ality cuulJ ~ chdngnt wnply by pnlpk 
"wis~ing· it. The idea th.11 lhett w~ no 5UC'h thine ~ ~ n-afuy. 

that •_t was solely a produc.1 of orlt"· .. own n1ind. ~ h' Q} ,ht 1ra.,,a_ (}ll► 
l''t.'ntnc . 

Tht· Nt·w Wavt" gainnl a tk,crn- ol ..:\Y~ ltlf a ~- bur rt'­

maint'tl a fringe elt·nlf'nt of 1ht- tll'intt Qllll"ff myth. fol' nurty ,~ 
dt.·cadt'- flying 'i,lUC:t'r,; had tittt, alinl ~ip.; it waas loo IAI~ to 
make so hask a chan~ in tht" myth. By tht" md ol 1tw 1970!.. lk Nc!-w 
Wave had crt-stt'd. ~ 
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scic 111 ifit i11qui1 y c1~ "till' r.ipl' of 11 ,1 111r(' ." Th(' y dl' cl;,r(' , "Mi11d w.i~ 111.ik . 
1.iturc Wil\ km.ik . ,111d knm ledge w,h nT.i tnl .is .in .in or .iggr('ssi o11-

;i p,1ssivl' 11a1111-e Ii.id to lie i111crrngiltcd , 1111dothed, pl'nctril ted , ,111d 

cornpclkd Ii 111;i11 to 1T c.il her secre ts." Leonard .Jdfrie~. one of th e 

/\frocentri'its, prniscd the des tru ction of Spa ce Shuttle Cha/len_qer hec;i use 

it would deter whi tes from "sp1Ti1ding th e ir filth 1hro11ghm11 the uni ­

vcrsc. "11< Such iltt itude, arc found off ca mpu s as we ll. An aide toil San 

Diego city counc ilman sa id the 200 -inch telescope on Mount Palomar 

"would make a good restau rant. ... I would say, ' Ni ce res taurant, Palo ­

mar under the ,tar,'." 19 

The alien myth both reflec ts and is int e rtwined with this atmmphcrc . 

lt is based on a belief th a t gove rnm ent and society arc manipulated by 

evil forces- in this case, the Grays rather than a fa scist military -indus ­

trial complex. Both UFO sk eptics a nd hc li evers arc seen as tools of this 

conspiracy. The a lien myth is nihilisti c, and rests not on ind ependent in ­

quiry, but on the revealed truth of the whistleblowcr. It is not co nsid ­

ered polite to point out the con trad iction s in the stories . One dol' s not 

a k who takes ou t the garbage a t Dulce . 
One example of the interweaving of the alien myth and extremist 

poli tica l beliefs is the idea that AIDS is a man -made "genocide weapon " 
agai n,t bla ck, . The original appearance or a race-specific biological 

weapon was a part of the mute myth and the Project Jerome story. This 

was in the mid 1970s, before the di scove ry of AIDS. Around 1980, the 

Sovie ts began to claim th e U.S. had developed some kind of "et hni c 

weapon" th a t ki ll ed only nonwhit es.20 In 1983 , the Sovie ts began 

sp read in g th e stor y th a t AIDS was developed in a Pentagon lilb.
2 1 

Be ­

tween 1985 and 1987, the Nation of Islam began to claim th a t Jewish 

doctors were infecting bla ck infants with AIDS and were plotting to 

"rule the world ."22 

In 1989, with the e merge nce of the alien myth , th ere was a flurry of 

articles on AIDS in UFO publications . Cooper claimed the joint U.S.-So­

viet leadership created /\IDS to eliminate undesirable clemen ts. Stigmata 
publi shed an a rticle saying AIDS was "man -madc ."23 Flying Saucer Re­
view ca rri ed an artic le sugges ting AJOS was an "/\lien Induced Disease 

Syndrome," created by the Grays, through the blood and ti ssue take n 

during ca ttle mutilations and the sperm and ova taken during the ab­

ductions. The intent was to kill off the human race. The magazine's edi­

tor added that AlDS might he an effort by "our owners" to cull the 

"herds " o f "any undesirable taints ."2" In 1992, a black activist, who be• 

TIie ReaJ Allens 21! 

li cvcd I li e stori es of /\IDS as a g<·111Kide weapon, made an unintentirn 

il ll y iron ic co111111t·11t , "thi , i<; not outl'r-<;pace thinking.· 2 ~ 

The Future 

What th en i<; the future of the fly ing saucer and alit-n myths? rn eari 

1992, seve ral UFOiogists gave their differing views. Tai LeVesque said, ' 

high -tech Fascist takeover of the planet is underway.· He predictr 

more "di sinform a tion " and that death threats would rorce ~me UFO!, 

gists out of the field . Gary Schultz, director or the Secret Saucer Base E, 

peditions, which makes trips to a site near Area 51 said. # 1992 i_-; appa · 

e ntl y going to be a pivotal year lor UFOiogy. and perhaps ror other are, 

of interest and study. For example. it will be the year that the ditisL<; i, 

tend to pull off th e grand unification of Europe.· 

A numbe r of UFOiogists talked #in hushed tones· about a plan by 

"super oligarchy" to stage a landing as a precursor to an ortkial a, 

nounccmcnt of the alien presences. 

At the other encl or the spectrum, Richard Hall. an ex-NlCAP oHkia 

said, "My immediate reaction is ' how many times have we heard th 

before ' ' I can remember at least three and perhaps four times wher 

somebody predicted that something was coming down in the next ye? 

or two or three, and that the government would open up. or somethin 

else definitive would happen, and or course it never did.· 

Barry Greenwood added. #I think the sutiject i<; in big trouble. 

Greenwood pointed out there was a general disinterest in the subjer 

Public belief in UFOs dropped below fifty percent-apparently the lo~ 

est point since the 1940s. Greenwood and others blamed the fixed. ab 

solutist viewpoints that had come to dominate the field.26 The wid 

range of views indicate how splintered the subject of UFOs has become. 

Because the alien myth is so political. it is not surprising that it wa 

incorporated into the belid system of extremist groups. On the Ultra 

Right . The Phoenix Liberator carries ·channetro· messages from ·com 

mander Hatonn, # supposedly an alien in orbit around the Earth. Hi 

qlmmunications are diatribes about Reaganomics. medieval history. am 

Jews. Hatonn claims America is controlled by a •secret go~rnment 

run by "The Committee of 30(r and •international bankers.· The Holo 

caust never happened. accordin~ to Hatonn-the photos of mountain 

of bodies were actually of Germans interned after the war by Eisenhow 


